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Kim Moscaritolo is an Emmy Award-winning
journalist and activist who has represented
Yorkville as a Democratic District Leader since
2015. Moscaritolo was a founding board member
of the White Roof Project, a local environmental
non-profit focused on combating climate
change in New York City, and she founded
Yorkville Buy Local to promote and protect local
small businesses. A product of public schools,
Kim is a  strong advocate of our public good,
fighting for investments in our public education,
parks,  transportation, and healthcare.

Historically, New York City has been a
pioneer for public transportation. The
birth of our subway system in 1904 was
an international marvel — a feat of
engineering that sped up our city’s
economic progress. Today, even as our
subway system faces serious challenges
— antiquated technology from a past
century, flood risks from a growing
climate crisis, sanitation problems and
the effects of COVID-19 — it is still a
great equalizer, transporting New
Yorkers between five boroughs so that
they can work, visit friends and family,
and experience our great culture. 

Transportation has the power to
transform a city. We cannot neglect it
as we push New York City into the 21st
century.

Any vision for NYC must include a bold
and comprehensive plan for
transportation that takes into account
our city’s changing demographic and
climate landscape.

The city should follow best practices in
design, enforcement, and policy to
maximize public safety for all New
Yorkers, focus on resiliency and
adaptability, and put public space to its
best use.  

As we begin to recover from the COVID-
19 pandemic, we must improve and
modernize transportation in this city. My
transportation plan focuses on 4 key
areas: building better infrastructure,
investing in public transportation,
reducing congestion, and demanding
accountability. As Council Member, I’ll
work to ensure our transportation
system works for all of us.

Call it the Field of Dreams philosophy: if
you build it, they will come. Our city is
currently devoid of much of the
infrastructure that would make it safer
and more efficient to walk or bike —
healthier and greener alternatives to
driving.

Build Better Infrastructure



We’ve already seen this theory in action
in Paris, where the government reports
that new cyclists account for nearly 6 in
10 users of the city’s new pop-up bike
lanes.

Here in New York, we need to create a
network of truly protected bike lanes,
serving every neighborhood in the city.
We can start by restoring pre-COVID
level investments in the Green Wave
Plan. The plan is a long-term citywide
vision for improving cycling safety and
the riding experience for cyclists, which
in turn increases pedestrian safety. It
includes hiring 80 new employees as
part of a $58.4 million commitment
over the next five years. When COVID-19
hit, funding for the program was cut.
We should restore that funding and get
the Green Wave Plan back on track,
with investments in more protected
bike lanes, bicycle infrastructure in 10
Bicycle Priority Districts, and education
and outreach, including a public
awareness campaign on bicycle safety.

We must also prioritize pedestrian and
bicycle infrastructure on the city's
bridges, which is why I support the
#BridgesForPeople campaign. We can
reallocate two car lanes each on the
Brooklyn, Manhattan, and Williamsburg
Bridges into protected space for cyclists.
This would alleviate bicycle congestion
and free up space for pedestrians.

I also support efforts to construct a ramp
for bicycles on the Roosevelt Island
Bridge; currently, the ramp does not
have any bicycle infrastructure and
cyclists must share the road, which
presents a safety hazard for both cyclists
and motorists.

Finally, we should expand the Open
Streets Initiative. At the height of the
COVID-19 pandemic in New York City,
with schools, offices, and gyms closed,
opening up our streets was a necessity.
Now, as we slowly return to normalcy,
we should keep and expand Open
Streets. We must do so with an eye
towards equity, ensuring that all
communities have access to more space
for social distancing. These streets
should be car-free and used primarily by
pedestrians and cyclists. The city should
work with communities to determine
the best locations for these Open
Streets, and provide resources to
properly enforce these restrictions.

https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/bike-safety-plan.pdf


As we work towards building better
infrastructure, we must prioritize
investments in disinvested
communities, seek real community
input, and ensure that we have systems
in place to adapt as our climate
changes rapidly.

No city can truly call itself great without
a robust public transportation system.
Once the envy of cities around the
world, New York’s public transportation
system has suffered from years of
disinvestment and neglect. If we’re
serious about combating climate
change, reducing congestion on our
streets, and working towards
equitability, we must make our
subways and buses a priority.

First, we must immediately restore 24
hour subway service. While public
transportation has not been shown to be
a main vector of COVID-19 transmission,
the subway shutdown has made it
difficult for many essential workers who
relied on late-night and early-morning
subway service to get to and from work.
We should immediately restore 24-hour
subway service while regularly cleaning
the trains.

Buses must also be a priority, especially
in neighborhoods not well-serviced by
subways. We need to create more
busways, which ban most cars, taxis,
and vans from selected sections of road
in order to improve access for buses,
trucks and first responders. Given the
great success of the 14th Street Busway,
which has sped up crosstown trips by 38
percent, the city should make good on
its promise to expand busways,
especially along 5th Avenue in
Manhattan. In transit-desert
neighborhoods, we must actively add
reliable bus stations and routes to boost
transportation equity.

The city should commit to rapidly
electrifying our bus fleet in an effort to
combat climate change and reduce air
pollution, while prioritizing areas that
have been most heavily impacted by air
pollution historically. Subsequently, the
city should commit to electrifying all city
vehicles, particularly school buses.

Invest in Public
Transportation



Ultimately, we must commit real
resources to the MTA’s Capital Plan.
We need major signal and
communications upgrades, which will
speed up service and reduce delays. We
need to commit to station
improvements, including necessary
critical repairs and the replacement of
dozens of escalators and elevators, as
well as infrastructure to combat flood
risk. And we must increase accessibility
throughout our subway system:
Currently, less than 30% of the city’s
subway stations are fully accessible, and
given frequent elevator breakdowns, it’s
likely that on any given day that
number is even lower. We cannot call
ourselves a 21st century city when major
swaths of our public transportation
system are off-limits to more than 10%
of our residents. As Council Member, I
will fight for accessible entrances to be
added rapidly to our subway stations.

New York City ranks as one of the worst
cities for traffic congestion in the U.S.

Reducing congestion on our streets is
not only important for streamlining
vehicular transportation by reducing
time lost to traffic, but more
importantly, for reducing emissions
and air pollution, to help us fight
climate change and pollution-related
illnesses. 

First, to reduce congestion, we should
incentivize businesses to receive
deliveries during off-hours to avoid
delivery trucks double parking and
blocking lanes of traffic. In 2019, the City
Council passed a bill that required the City
to study the issue of off-hour deliveries to
City facilities and develop a framework for
implementing off-hour deliveries at City
facilities in the central business district.
While this is a welcome first step, we
should expand this idea to businesses
beyond City facilities, and offer local
businesses financial incentives to receive
deliveries between 7pm and 7am, rather
than during the day.

Reduce Congestion



We should also create dedicated
loading zones on our city streets. In
2019, the City implemented a pilot
program called Residential Loading
Zone Evaluation, which made it illegal
to park on certain blocks in 12
residential areas, spread across the city,
between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. on weekdays,
and allocated the space to deliveries by
commercial vehicles and taxi and car
service pick-up and drop-offs. As
Council Member, I would work to
expand this program and provide
dedicated spaces for delivery trucks, in
an effort to make real progress on the
issue of congestion.

I am also a strong proponent of
residential parking permits. Permitted
parking, which other cities such as
Boston, Los Angeles, and Chicago have
implemented, reduces or eliminates
nonresidents’ ability to park in certain
residential neighborhoods. It would
require residents to register their cars
in-state, and could raise much-needed
revenue for the city, in addition to
freeing up space on our streets to
reduce congestion. 

Accountability is key to ensuring that
our transportation system works for
everyone, and that bold policies
enacted by the City Council are
implemented efficiently.

The City Council must push for proper
funding of the Dangerous Vehicle
Abatement Act. Just last month, Mayor
Bill de Blasio promised to restore funding
to the program, which was cut in last
year’s budget due to the COVID-19
pandemic. Under this law, drivers with 15
or more camera-issued speeding tickets or
five red light tickets in any 12-month
period will be required to take an in-
person safe driving course. Failure to do so
could result in the loss of the driver’s
vehicle.

The City Council must expand the
stationary and bus-mounted camera bus
lane program, which automatically tickets
any vehicle found to be illegally parked in
a bus lane. Since enforcement with bus-
mounted cameras began in 2019, the MTA
says there have been improvements in
M15 bus speeds on First and Second
Avenues, with increases of up to 34
percent in some segments. We should
expand this program throughout the city,
in order to keep bus lanes dedicated to
buses and to improve bus service. The
City should also pass Intro-2159, which
would create a new civil penalty for
blocking a bike or bus lane when
restrictions are in effect.

Demand Accountability

https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4699482&GUID=0D2AA2FF-6328-4781-ABF1-8D789CB876A8&Options=Advanced&Search=


In 2019, the City Council passed a
package of bills aimed at cracking
down on the abuse of parking placards.
Despite this effort, placard abuse still
runs rampant in the city, allowing cars
to block sidewalks, bike lanes and fire
hydrants. We must do more to address
placard abuse. We should implement
the Pay-By-Plate system, which will
allow traffic enforcement units to scan a
license plate and determine instantly if
the placard is valid. We can also create a
public reporting system to allow
civilians to report suspected placard
abuse, similar to the system citizens can
now use to report idling vehicles.

Finally, we must reform crash scene
investigations. The city should adopt
recommendations by Transportation
Alternatives to expand the City’s
response to “fatal and injury crashes” to
include the Department of Health and
Department of Transportation, rather
than NYPD officers alone, which will
reduce racial bias and contribute to
increased public safety. I support the
current City Council bill Int 2224-2021
that would require the Department of
Transportation to create a Crash
Investigation and Analysis Unit tasked
with investigating, analyzing, and
reporting on all vehicle crashes
involving significant injury.

This legislation would be a huge step in
aiding city government’s ability to analyze
recommendations for better safety, street
design, and infrastructure, and to make
these recommendations transparent to
the general public by posting them on the
DOT website. These steps will help the City
hold dangerous drivers accountable. But
more importantly, these policy changes
will help our city government understand
which street design changes are needed
to increase the safety of pedestrians,
motorists, and cyclists. 

As the city begins its recovery from the
COVID-19 pandemic, we have an
opportunity to reimagine our streets in a
way that works for all New Yorkers and
makes travel easier for pedestrians, public
transit riders, motorists, and cyclists alike.
In our pursuit for equity, we must include
a comprehensive transportation plan that
benefits all New Yorkers, with a focus on
safety, cleaner air, more economic
opportunity, and supporting the workers
that keep the city moving. To be a 21st
century city, New York must invest in our
transportation infrastructure, for ourselves
and for future generations.

In Conclusion

www.votekim.nyc

info@votekim.nyc

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5cab9d9b65a707a9b36f4b6c/t/5eec1235fe73d720da412589/1592529462229/CaseForSelfEnforcingStreets.pdf
https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4772928&GUID=01D4E742-197B-492E-B4CB-96DB078682FC&Options=&Search=
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